
 
 
Update From the Organizing Committee 
  
 
First things first.  We would like to apologize for the lateness of this issue.  In our defense, we 
were waiting for news, big news and it is finally here. 
  
Our very own Eleanor Hutchison and Kate Brewitt have qualified as official Garden/Exhibition 
Judges through the American Iris Society!  Word has also been received that B. J. Jackson has 
qualified as an Apprentice and Ed Czarnecki as a Candidate.   Congratulations to all!  
 
In other news, CWIS is soon to be the newest AIS affiliate!  The first and only Canadian club 
outside of Ontario to do so!  After the success of our first show, it was decided to go ahead with 
the application.  Our affiliation will begin in January 2009.  This was one of Sandy Ives' most 
often stated recommendations to us following his critique of the 2008 events.  He also 
emphasized that our affiliation will give us legitimacy within the iris community, provide 
financial benefits with the provision of insurance coverage for shows and other events as well as 
AIS awards for our shows.  Affiliation also gives us increased access to AIS experts and events. 
 
And yes, you read correctly, 'shows'.  The second annual CWIS show will be held in 2009!  We 
are hoping to hold it a wee bit later next year to expand the classifications represented.  We 
learned a lot from our first effort and what we learned will be reflected in the next one.  It won't 
be on such grand a scale as 2008 but it will be great!  Stay tuned for further details.  
 
This issue contains a number of great articles.  Thanks to all the authors and contributors.  We 
couldn't do it without you.  Included is an article on historic iris and a member profile as well as 
the long awaited Top Performers for 2008 and Ed Czarnecki 's Iris Friend or Foe column. 
We have pictures to accompany each article and a review of this year's AIS award winners.  
Want to know which iris won the coveted Dykes Medal?  Read all about it inside. Also included 
is a short piece on the passing of one of CWIS's newest members, Leann Redman of Estevan SK 
this past summer. 
 
So sit back and relax with the beverage of your choice and join us in sampling a little piece of 
summer with another exciting CWIS newsletter.  Comments, advice and suggestions are always 
gratefully accepted. 

 
Jennifer@dataways.com  Jennifer Bishop, jacksonb@brandonu.ca  B. J. Jackson, 

petrie@mts.net  Deb Petrie (and) eleanore@mts.net  Eleanor Hutchison 
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Member Profile 
By: Laurie Woodcock 

 
I grew up on a farm, so gardening has been a life long journey for me.  It started out helping in my mother’s 
gigantic veggie garden, helping with the planting, weeding, and harvesting of the crops.  She had a few 
perennials, but mainly did annuals which seemed to be a lot of work in my eyes. 
 
When my husband and I moved from Brandon out on to an acreage is when I really became interested in 
gardening.  We had ten acres of wheat stubble with a row of spruce trees around a patch of grass that circled the 
house.  Not terribly appealing, to me anyway.  So first came the vegetable garden, and then every year there 
seemed to be a new flowerbed pop up here and there.   
 
When we decided to get hooked up to the internet in 2003, it opened up a whole new door in my gardening 
passions, and soon developed the addictions to iris, lilies, daylilies, roses, hostas, peonies, etc.   The internet 
also found me a close gardening friend, and enabler, Brenda N, who, when I told her that I’d never had much 
luck with irises in the past, proceeded to show me the different types of iris that we can grow here on the 
prairies.   
 
All the information that I received from her, and also the CWIS, must have helped because in 2 years I went 
from having about 5 different irises to around 100 now.  At present, I’ve got around a thousand different 
varieties of perennials, shrubs and bulbs in the yard.  I’ve tried to incorporate everything into the landscaping as 
best as a collector can, trying to give some type of cohesion through use of colour and texture.   
 
A 7’ x 11’ pond was installed 4 years ago, along with a flagstone patio beside it.  We decided that our veggie 
garden needed a bit of interest, so my husband Scott cut down quite a few spruce trees and made a rail fence 
around it, including an arbor.  The fence and arbor are a wonderful place to grow clematis on, and in a few 
years time, I’m sure it’ll be quite beautiful with an array of colourful clematis blooms on it.  We both also love 
to use rocks in the landscaping, and have brought in quite a few from around the area.  They make for 
wonderful “bones” in the gardens. 
 
This summer marked the RM of Elton’s 125th anniversary, and as part of the celebrations, they held garden 
tours and also had a yard competition.  Our yard placed first in the Farm/Small Holdings category. The prize, a 
mini Honda tiller, will certainly come in handy around here!   
 
There were a lot of yards entered into the competition, but when they had announced my name, they had also 
mentioned that I was the only hybridizer out of all the entries.  Apparently they were quite interested in the 
daylily seedlings that I had started and shown them. 
 
This year I finally got around to making a flowerbed at the end of the lane that I had been wanting to do for 
awhile, you know, something that says that a gardener lives here.  At present, I don’t have any plans for any 
more flower beds, but there’s all winter to think about that, isn’t there?  (see next page for pictures…Ed) 

 
 Did You Know??? 

… Some native North American Indian tribes used the root of Iris versicolor as protection against rattlesnakes???   
It was believed that so long as the root was handled occasionally to ensure the scent permeated the person and 
their clothes, rattlesnakes would not bite them. 
 
… Plants of the Family Iridaceae are on every continent (except Antarctica) and many of the major islands 
including Madagascar, New Zealand, Tasmania, Greenland, Hawaii, and Japan??? 



 
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All photos  
courtesy  

Laurie Woodcock 
 

Photos From Laurie Woodcock’s Gardens 



Historic Iris 
By: Ann Conway 

 
I love historic irises. In fact, I prefer them. Some might wonder how that can be, given the efforts 
of breeders to expand the range of color, increase bloom size, and improve the shape of the 
blooms. 
 
Here’s where a statement acknowledging bias becomes necessary. While no one can doubt the 
worth of increasing color range, I am not so sure that the other changes have been entirely 
positive. It is my personal belief that at some point breeders moved past the goal of improving 
the bloom to one of creating something else – a lovely ‘something else’, but something else, 
none-the-less. 
 
Historics are defined as being any iris that is more than thirty years old, so the pool grows every 
year as does the range of bloom type available within the category. My personal interest is in 
irises developed in the late twenties through the mid-fifties, but everyone can find a niche of 
their own that perfectly suits their tastes. From the species-like irises of the 1800’s, to the 
flamingo pinks of the 1950’s, and on to the extravagant color range of the 1970’s, there is truly 
an iris for everyone. 
 
To me, historic irises, particularly the earlier ones, have elegance and a purity of form that is 
often not seen in modern irises. The crisp arch of the standards and the clean line of the falls 
have sometimes been obscured  by the desire for lacier standards and wider, shorter falls, or the 
search for other, more fashionable traits. 
 
There are other reasons for growing historics, as well. On average, they are significantly hardier 
than modern cultivars. There is a reason that they have survived for decades, or even hundreds of 
years.  
 
Some of the oldest historics made their way west on covered wagons; a piece of home brought 
with early pioneers. Others survived long train rides, and uncertain climatic conditions in their 
new home. Many ceased to be valued and survived, forgotten, in the remains of churchyards and 
abandoned towns. They are a living remnant of history, a connection to our past, and the iris 
lovers who came before us. 
 
For those who find the oldest irises too primitive, too similar to the species from which they 
came, there are a wealth of newer irises, still historic, that come in all shapes, sizes, heights, and 
colors due to the efforts of the breeders that came after. Within this category there are irises of 
every type, and to almost every taste. 
 
There is another important reason to grow historic irises: preservation. We can’t know which 
genetic properties may prove to be important in the future. In the same way that seed banks 
preserve food crops of the past, in the name of genetic diversity, it is important to save historic 
irises for those same reasons. 

 
(continued on next page) 



 
 
When something is bred for current fashion, whatever that may be, something else is often lost: 
hardiness, scent, disease resistance, or something that we may not even recognize until the need 
arises. 
 
When one compares the AIS list of named cultivars to those that are available today, not only 
from garden centers who specialize in the popular, but from growers whose mandate is the sale 
of historic irises, the number of losses is staggering. It is impossible to know what true beauties 
have been cast aside in the name of something new. 
 
Perhaps the saddest part of this is that while irises are lost when a name is forgotten, retailers 
stop selling them, or older gardens are dug up and destroyed, many were lost through the short 
sightedness of the AIS.  In 1925, a list was drawn up of irises that were considered to be inferior, 
or to have been superseded by newer, better, irises. The creation of this list was controversial 
even within the organization itself. Some members thought that it was completely wrong. Others 
agreed with it in principal, but not with all of the irises named. It was entirely subjective. 
 
In any case, this list was drawn up and given to iris growers and enthusiasts. The irises named 
were not to be grown any more. They were not to be sold or used in breeding. People that had 
them were to dig them up and throw them away. Irises that had been popular for generations 
were consigned to the scrap heap, and most of these have become extinct or lost. Only a few are 
still known by name, irises that were simply too wide spread to be erased from public memory.  
 
The first thing that attracted me to growing historics was the beauty and utter hardiness of an iris 
that I saved from the bulldozer when an old house was being torn down near mine. It had spread 
throughout the yard, with no care, fighting with weeds and grass for every inch. I dug every bit 
of it up, divided the shriveled rhizomes, and soon had huge beds of beautiful, sweetly scented 
flowers. That was Mrs. Andrist (Fryer 1919).  
 
I grow historics from all time periods, even with my focus on the earliest cultivars. Some, I love 
for their form or color, some I love for their place in history. Some, I grow not for their beauty, 
although there is no iris that is not beautiful in some way, but because of their rarity. I grow them 
simply to put one more person between them and extinction. 
 
How do you know which ones to grow? Well, I can’t tell you that. It depends entirely on your 
personal tastes and your reasons for growing historics, but I can tell you about some of my 
favorites and give you a couple of places to start. 
 
Ferdinand Cayeux – an early French hybridizer. He created Jean Cayeux (1931), Beotie (1932), 
President Pilkington (1931), and Ma Mie (1906), among many others. The colors are truly 
unique, and I find his irises to be outstanding examples of the best irises of the time. Jean Cayeux 
figured prominently in the lineage of the most coveted lost/extinct iris, Tobacco Brown 
(Kleinsorge 1942). 

 
(continued on next page) 



 
 
Jean Stevens – an Australian hybridizer, who created many wonderful irises, including the first 
yellow amoena in 1949. This is a lovely iris with crisp, arching, white standards and primrose 
yellow falls. There were many other favorites: Sunset Snows (1963), Mystic Melody (1949), 
King’s Jester (1945), Royal Sovereign (1948), and Polar Cap (1956). 
 
Rudolph E. Kleinsorge – Creator of the first true brown, Tobacco Road, which has unfortunately 
been lost (apparently, it was susceptible to rot), but whose genes live on in many prominent 
irises. I find all of his irises to be remarkable, some of which are Black and Gold (1943), El Paso 
(1949), Grand Canyon (1941), Rebellion (1947), and Sunset Blaze (1948). 
 
Hans and Jacob Sass – One of the most successful plant breeder brothers in America from the 
twenties through the forties. Hans produced many popular irises including Rameses (1929), King 
Tut (1925), Doxa (1929), El Tovar (1932), and Prairie Sunset (1939).  Jacob produced The Black 
Douglas (1934), The Red Douglas (1937), Blue Shimmer (1942) and many others. 
 
Clearly I could just go on and on. There are so many names of note that it seems an insult to not 
make mention of them, but then this article would become a book.  And that book has already 
been written.  If you are interested, check out Clarence Mahan's Classic Irises and the Men and 
Women Who Created Them. 
 
Instead, I will point you to the Historic Iris Preservation Society (www.hips-roots.com). This 
group is an excellent source of information and advice. Their online database of historic irises 
from all time periods is packed with pictures, and guaranteed to provide inspiration. They also 
have an invaluable yearly sale of rhizomes, some of which you can’t find anywhere else.  
 
My favorite growers are Superstition Iris Gardens (randrcv@sierratel.com) in California. They 
are a joy to order irises from. I have never seen larger rhizomes, and they manage to get the irises 
over the border faster, and in better condition than anyone. I was incredibly impressed. I simply 
can’t recommend them highly enough. You can have a look at their current offerings at 
http://community.webshots.com/user/rickt103. You will not only find historic irises here, but 
also a large number of lovely modern irises, as well. 
 
Historic irises are also available wherever houses are being torn down to make way for 
development, from your neighbor’s yard, from vacant lots, or even from the homes of strangers 
in small towns that you pass through. These won’t have names, and you may never be able to 
identify them, but you have the satisfaction of knowing that the unidentified iris that you saved 
from the bulldozer may be the last of its kind, preserved from extinction entirely by your effort. 
 
 (Ed: Ann gardens in Calgary AB.  For some great photos of historic irises she grows,, please 
see the next  page.  All photos courtesy Ann Conway unless otherwise noted) 
 

 
Iris Flowers (by Jude, Wild Iris) 

“In your neat garden iris grows; Bright yellow, mauve - in stately rows.  
This one you’ve picked, a lovely thing, I know it brightens up our spring. 

But in the forest, springtime’s child, A purple iris growing wild,  
Can melt my heart as spring melts snow, It’s spoilt me for the sort you grow!” 



 

Queen of May The Black Douglas (B. J. Jackson)

Ma Mie 

Primrose 

Doxa 

Eastertime 

Supreme Sultan

Souvenier  de Mme Gaudichau 

Loreley 

Historic Iris 
in Bloom 



American Iris Society – Awards 2008 
 

DYKES MEMORIAL MEDAL STARWOMAN - Marky Smith 
(Photo Courtesy American Iris Society) 

 
 

THE COOK-DOUGLAS MEDAL (SDB) CAT'S EYE - Paul Black 
(Photo courtesy Laurie Frazer, Shadowood Iris Gardens) 

 
 

THE CAPARNE-WELCH MEDAL (MDB)  YAK ATTACK - Brad Kasperek 
(Photo courtesy Dwarf Iris Society) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(For other award winners, see http://www.irises.org/AISawards2008final.pdf) 



In Memory of Leeann Marie Redman 
By Brenda Newton 

 
(Ed: Leann joined CWIS in June 2008 and no one knew she was gone until some time after her 

passing.  On behalf of CWIS, our condolenses go out to her family.) 
 
Leeann passed away suddenly at home in Estevan, Saskatchewan on Sunday, July 20 2008 at the 
age of 42 years.  She and her husband moved to an acreage just north of Estevan, 
Saskatchewan just a few years ago with 3 of their 4 children, the oldest remaining in Alberta 
attending university.  They raised their own chickens and with the yard upkeep and kids' 
activities and all her hobbies she was always on the go. She loved people and was always making 
new friends. 
  
Leeann gladly stepped in to be the Estevan Garden Club's secretary when the spot became vacant 
and was actively involved on the planning committee there.  She invited me to come and speak 
to their garden club in June 2008 and make a presentation about the perennials I grow, and then 
invited me to stay the night.  Walking into her home I immediately noticed all the plants on each 
window ledge and stands and the quilt in progress on her living room table.  We had a wonderful 
visit. The picture I have included shows Leeann in front of one of the flowerbeds. 
  
Leeann was eager to learn everything she could about all perennials.  She joined many internet 
garden groups.  She began doing mail orders also.  She visited the Riverbend Nursery many 
times and there were many irises and daylilies from there in her holding gardens.  She was 
waiting for them to multiply so she could use them for trading.  One of her goals for their yard 
was to fully landscape it and then open it to the public. She would also then sell perennials 
divided from the flowerbeds at the same time. 
  
Leeann was an avid photographer, gladly traveling to be the photographer for weddings when 
asked.  I will always remember the quick notes she would on the spur of the moment email me 
along with a picture of a perennial that was presently blooming in her yard.  Leeann loved 
learning about health and wellness (she was actively involved in Usana Health Services) and life 
in general.  All who met her felt her enthusiasm and passion.  She will be missed. 
 

 
(Photo courtesy Brenda Newton)



CWIS Members Top Performers of 2008 
(Compiled by B. J. Jackson, Editor) 

 
(For photos of a selection of the ones listed below, see following pages.) 
 
Drum roll please!!!  it is time to announce the top performers for 2008 growing season in CWIS 
members’ gardens.  First off, thanks to all who participated.  There were fewer submissions than 
last year and no clear winners.  Last year it was obvious, this year not so much.   
 
There is a clear winner when you look at the hybridizers of the varieties submitted.  Chuck 
Chapman came out way ahead with 8 variety submissions representing the SDB, BB, MTB and 
TB classifications. Only one variety had more than one vote, all the others were singles.  That 
variety was SDB Autumn Jester (Chapman, 2000).   
 
Other Chapman introductions that made the list were:   
SDBs Digeridoo (2005), Royal Overtime (2000) and Party Animal (2000);  
TBs My White Night (2003), Buckskin Babe (2007);  
BB Eramosa Miss (1998); and  
MTB Eramosa Freckles (2007). 
 
Also a surprise this year, there were 10 TB varieties  on the list.  The included the 2 Chapman 
introductions indicated above as well as the following: 
 

- Jesse’s Song (Williamson, 1979) 
- Eagle’s Flight (Schreiner’s, 1985) 
- Vision in Pink (Wood, 1986) 
- Enchanted One (Ernst, 1994) 
- Violet Shimmer (Moores, 1995) 
- The Black Douglas (Sass, 1934) 
- Mango Tango (Ghio, 1995) 
- Splashcata (Tasco, 1009) 

 
Len Giesbrecht wrote regarding Violet Shimmer that it was “very subtle, soothing, and at the 
same time quite lively’.  Naomi Wiebe writing about Eagle’s Flight reported that it was a very 
fast increaser and that she divided it every couple of years.  One doesn’t usually hear that about 
tall beardeds in our climate and that’s for sure!   And, one look at the color of Mango Tango and 
you will know specifically why this one made her list.  The color looks so wonderful, you can 
almost taste it!   
 
About Enchanted One, Sandy Eggertson wrote “(it is) another one that bloomed like crazy this 
year…. Huge blooms, too.”.  Of Splashcata, Eleanor Hutchinson reports that it bloomed its head 
off in its first year in her nursery bed.  Now that IS a top performer.  And best performer with a 
companion plant, Naomi W nominated Vision in Pink with the peony Coral Sunset in the 
background.  What a smashing combination!  And, finally there is my choice TB, historic The 
Red Douglas.  Such a perfect iris form and with the dark color that truly glows in the sun and 
definitely attracts attention.  And it blooms reliably every year and has for the past five years.  
When the norm in my garden is to bloom, rest for a few years and then maybe bloom again, this 
one is definitely a top performer. 

(continued on next page) 



So, here are the rest of the choices by classification in no particular order with the comments 
provided by the nominator where given. 
 
For MDBs: 

- French Wine (Roberts, 1966) – Brenda Newton indicated her choice of this wee one 
because of its early bloom and fast increase. 

- Quip (Sindt, 1978) – Eleanor H picked this one because it was the first one to bloom in 
her garden this year and because it bloomed for a very long time. 

- Stripling (Smith, 2006) – Kate Brewitt writes “tiny little MDB that just wouldn’t stop 
blooming.” 

- Elfin Magic (Willott, 1990) – Deb Petrie writes “Great increaser.  I have split it twice in 
two years and it has only been in my garden for 3 years.” 

 
For SDBs: 

- Autumn Jester – B. J. picked it for its rebloom.  Only the second rebloom in her garden 
ever; this one also rebloomed for several others this year. 

- Digeridoo – Sandy E picked this one for its rebloom, too, writing “(it) bloomed forever 
and two reblooms.  The first had two bloom stalks, with 3+ blooms and they were taller 
than you’d expect.”  Can you say WOW! 

- Summer Fruit (Niswonger, 1994) – Deb P writes that this one is her all time favorite 
every single year. 

- Counting Sheep (Aitken, 1999) – Len G says “It makes me smile every time I see it.”  
Now that is a recommendation! 

- Royal Overtime – Sandy E also picked this one for its rebloom and dramatic rate of 
increase. 

- Rubitano (Blyth, 2003) – Kate Brewitt describes it as a great increaser and (it has) deep 
rich colors. 

- Party Animal (Chapman, 2000) – Len G calls it “bright and sassy….(it) reminds me of 
myself…. a long, long time ago.” 

- Red Heart (Brown, 1966) – Deb P writes “Great increase this year and lots of wonderful 
color.” 

- Glowing Eyes (Willott, 1993) – B. J. reported that the name was an accurate reflection of 
the name. 

- Awake (Blyth, 2002) – Kate B wrote that it held up well in cool evening temperatures 
and rains.  “A sturdy little fella!” 

 
For the IBs: 

- Harmonium (Smith, 2001) 
- Hell Cat (Aitken, 1981) – Sandy E comments that this one is “a spectacular iris, a real 

wow.” 
- Starwoman (Smith, 1997) – In addition to winning Queen of Show in the CWIS show 

this year, Deb P indicated that this one “grows well even in its shadier location with good 
increase, too.” 

- Red Zinger (Black, 1985) – Sandy E says “this one bloomed and bloomed, (the) clump 
was huge this year.” 

- Hackmatack (Innerst, 1996) – B. J. writes that “Depending on light and shadow, no two 
blooms look the same….It’s almost like seeing a different iris with every new day.” 

(continued on next page)



 
And, finally, the only BB: 

- Eramosa Miss (Chapman, 1998) – Len G comments that this one is a fast increaser and 
yes, he picked it "because it did so well for me at the Show", too. 

 
So there you have it, the top performers for 2008!  It was obviously a great year and we look 
forward with anticipation to 2009.   
 

Come on Spring!!! 

Photos courtesy (from left 1st row) Len Giesbrecht, Deb Petrie  
(from left 2nd row) Kate Brewitt, Naomi Wiebe 

Pixie Princess Party Animal 

Awake Mango Tango 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Fruit (Deb Petrie) 

Vision in Pink with Coral Sunrise peony (Naomi Wiebe)

Royal Overtime (B. J. Jackson)

Counting Sheep (Len Giesbrecht)

Eramosa Freckles (El Hutchison)Violet Shimmer (Len Giesbrecht)



Iris Friend or Foe? 
By Ed Czarnecki 

 

 
 

According to Dr Terry Galloway, entomologist at the University of Manitoba, our busy muncher 
above is the larva of the Virginia tiger moth or sometimes known as Yellow wooly bear 
caterpillar, Spilosoma virginica, family Arctiidae.  The larva varies in colour but is typically 
consistent in its colouration in a single specimen. Its diet is non-specific sampling a wide range 
of lower-growing plants, including ground cover like grass and clover. The species tend to have 
two to three cycles per year, with one hibernating for the winter in temperate climates. 
Apparently the young larva stay together when very young but become solitary as they gain size.  
The small white (fuzzy looking) adult moth has a darker coloured abdomen and tends to tent its 
wings over its back. It is also very poisonous.   
 

 
 

(Editor’s Note:  This is the adult white version of what I have always called the Miller moth, 
and in medieval times, this moth in your house was considered to be bad luck.) 

 
 


